
Volunteer Opportunities with Ballet Midwest 
 

NUTCRACKER 
 

 
Opportunity Description Dates 

Costume Committee With 150+ dancers in our cast, we 
have A LOT of costume needs. 
You do not need to know how to 
sew to help out in this area. The 
costume committee needs 
volunteers that can label costumes 
and help take notes during fittings. 
They also need individuals to help 
bring costumes over to TPAC and 
to return them. If you DO know 
how to sew, you will also be 
welcomed with open arms! 

Costume Construction: 
Now-Performance Week 
 
Labeling/Organization: 
November/December 
 
Costume Transport: 
Dec. 5th-6th  
 
Dec. 11th  

Fundraiser 
Volunteers/Coordinators 

It takes a lot of money to produce 
quality full-length ballets, and we 
attempt to offset the cost with 
fundraisers. We have a few that 
happen throughout the year and 
are always looking for volunteers 
to promote and help manage each 
fundraiser under the direction of a 
coordinator. Examples include: 
Monthly fundraising meals at local 
restaurants, SCRIP sales, dancer-
led fundraisers (i.e., candles, 
cookies, etc.) 

Restaurant Fundraisers:  
Year-Round 
 
SCRIP Sales: 
October/November 
 
Dancer-led Fundraisers: 
October/November 

Program Ad Sales A committee works with a 
coordinator to approach local 
business to solicit ads for our 
Nutcracker program.  

Now- Nov. 15th  



Performance Week: 
Dressing Room Monitors 

Help watch the younger dancers 
while they are in their dressing 
rooms.  

Please note: You are required to 
stay for the entire show unless all 
of the dancers you are overseeing 
have been picked up.  Please plan 
on staying until the end.  

When it is time for the dancers to 
perform, the dancers' assistants 
will come and take them 
backstage. At this time, you will be 
able to enter the auditorium to 
watch your child perform, then 
return to the dressing room when 
they are finished. 

 

Dec. 8th- 5-7 pm (est.)  
Dress Rehearsal 
Dec. 9th- 9am- 12 pm (est.)  
Dress Rehearsal/Performance 
 
Dec. 9th- 6:45 pm-9:30 pm  
Performance 
Dec. 10th- 12:45 pm-3:30 pm 
Performance 
Dec. 10th- 6:45 pm- 9:30 pm 
Performance 
Dec. 11th- 12:45 pm- 3:30 pm 
Performance 

Performance Week: 
Flower Sales Table 

Assist with flower sales before, 
during and after the Ballet Midwest 
performance.  Please plan to be at 
the tables at LEAST 45-60 minutes 
prior to the show to prep 
flowers. You will be provided a 
wristband so you can slip in to 
watch your dancer perform during 
his/her dance(s). 
 

Dec. 9th- 6:30 pm-9:30 pm  
Performance 
Dec. 10th- 12:30 pm-3:30 pm  
Performance 
Dec. 10th- 6:30 pm- 9:30 pm 
Performance 
Dec. 11th- 12:30 pm- 3:30 pm 
Performance 

Performance Week: 
Silent Auction Preparation 

This is a huge task! We need 
people helping our coordinator in 
approaching local businesses for 
donations, assembling baskets, 
and transporting baskets to TPAC 
during tech week. 

Now- Dec. 12th 

 
Jan. 1st- April 16th (Spring 
Ballet) 

Performance Week: 
Silent Auction Table 

Assist and monitor bidders at the 
silent auction tables before, during 
and after the show. For parents of 
dancers: you will be able to watch 
your dancer perform but need to 
work with your partner to ensure 
that someone is always present at 
the sales table. Please arrive 15-
30 minutes prior to the start of 
the show you signed up for. You 
will receive a wristband upon 
arrival. 
 
 

Dec. 9th- 7 pm-9:30 pm  
Performance 
Dec. 10th- 1 pm-3:30 pm 
Performance 
Dec. 10th- 7 pm- 9:30 pm 
Performance 
Dec. 11th- 1 pm- 3:30 pm 
Performance 



Performance Week: 
Makeup 
Coordinator/Volunteers 

We need a couple of parents who 
are willing to apply makeup (you 
will be trained!) on our younger 
dancers. Time commitment is 
before each performance. 
Coordinator- train volunteers 
 

Dec. 9th- 6:45 pm-7:30 pm  
Performance 
Dec. 10th- 12:45 pm-1:30 pm 
Performance 
Dec. 10th- 6:45 pm- 7:30 pm 
Performance 
Dec. 11th- 12:45 pm- 1:30 pm 
Performance 

Performance Week: 
Backstage Technical Crew 

We need backstage help for each 
rehearsal and performance. Tech 
crew is responsible for all the 
technical aspects of the ballet (i.e., 
moving set pieces/dropping 
backdrops/sweeping snow, etc.). 
This is one volunteer opportunity 
where consistency is key. We need 
our tech crew to be very familiar 
with set changes and we ask they 
commit to as many 
rehearsals/performances as 
possible. All would be ideal. If we 
have enough volunteers, we will 
divide into Cast A and Cast B 
crews, which would lighten the 
time commitment.  T-shirts 
provided. 

Dec. 6th- 4:30-10 pm 
Rehearsal Cast A & B 
Dec. 7th- 4:30-10 pm 
Rehearsal Cast A & B 
Dec. 8th- 4:30-10 pm  
Dress Rehearsal Cast 
B/Rehearsal Cast A 
Dec. 9th- 8:45 am- 12 pm   
Dress Rehearsal/Performance 
Cast A 
Dec. 9th- 6:45 pm-9:30 pm  
Performance Cast A 
Dec. 10th- 12:45 pm-3:30 pm 
Performance Cast A 
Dec. 10th- 6:45 pm- 9:30 pm 
Performance Cast B 
Dec. 11th- 12:45 pm- 3:30 pm 
Performance Cast B 

Performance Week: 
Floor sweeping/mopping 

This is a 30 minute commitment 
every day during tech week and for 
each performance. The dance floor 
on TPAC’s stage needs to be 
swept and mopped before dancers 
begin rehearsals or performances.  

Dec. 6th – 8th 4-4:30 pm 
Rehearsals 
Dec. 9th – 9-9:30 am 
Rehearsal/Performance 
Dec. 10th- 6-6:30 pm 
Performance 
Dec. 11th- 12:30-1 pm 
Performance 
Dec. 11th- 6-6:30 pm 
Performance 
Dec. 12th- 12:30-1 pm 
Performance 
 

Performance Week: 
Meal 
Preparation/Monitoring 
 

 

Monday through Thursday of Tech 
Week low-cost meals are provided 
for dancers, their families, 
volunteers, backstage helpers, etc. 
Two volunteers per evening to 
assist with meals and two 
volunteers to help prepare meals. 
Volunteers would also help ensure 
a clean Black Box and that food 
does not leave the Black Box. 
 
 

Dec. 6th- 4:30-10 pm 
Rehearsal  
Dec. 7th- 4:30-10 pm 
Rehearsal  
Dec. 8th- 4:30-10 pm  
Dress Rehearsal/Rehearsal 
 



Performance Week: 
Pre-Show Music 

The coordinator for this position 
works to find local talent (church 
bell choirs, student choirs, etc.) to 
perform for 15-20 minutes while 
the audience is finding their seats 
and waiting for the performance to 
begin. The coordinator would also 
be present for each group as they 
arrive to help them get into TPAC 
and setup. 

Now- Dec. 12th 
 
Dec. 9th- 7-7:20 pm 
Dec. 10th - 1:30-1:50 pm 

Dec. 10th – 7-7:20 pm 
Dec. 11th – 1:30-1:50 pm 

Performance Week: 
Benefit Performance 
Ushers 

Friday morning’s dress rehearsal is 
in front of a live audience of fourth 
graders and homeschooled 
families. We need parents willing 
to assist TPAC volunteers in 
helping schools find their seats in 
the auditorium. 

Dec. 9th- 8:45 am- 9:30 am 
Dress Rehearsal/Performance 

Performance Week: 
Floor/Load-In/Load-Out 

This is a crucial area where the 
adage “Many hands make light 
work” applies! We need strong, 
able-bodied individuals to commit 
to moving our set pieces from our 
warehouse to the TPAC stage and 
then back again. We also need 
strong, able-bodied individuals to 
lay the dance floor on TPAC’s 
stage and to remove it. We also try 
to hang backdrops (if we have 
enough volunteers) when we lay 
the floor.  

Dec. 3rd- 3 pm (est) 
Laying Floor & Hanging 
Backdrops 
 
Dec. 4th - 2 pm-6 pm (est.) 
Load In from Warehouse to 
TPAC stage 
 
Dec. 11th- 3:30 pm-7:30 pm 
(est.) 
Load Out from TPAC stage to 
Warehouse 

Performance Week:  
Set Construction 

As our set pieces are very large, 
they require assembling once they 
are moved on to TPAC’s stage. 
Depending on the level of 
volunteers for Load In, set 
construction could begin on 
Sunday evening. More than likely, 
it will be handled Monday evening. 
Please bring a drill. 

Dec. 4th 6pm-8 pm (est.) 
 
Dec. 5th 5 pm- 9 pm (est.) 

 
  



BALLET MIDWEST PROMOTIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

WILDLY CREATIVE 
Arts with the Animals 

This event takes place at the 
zoo and gives BMI an 

opportunity to give back to the 
community! The Wildly Creative 

committee works with a 
coordinator and arranges for 

community partners to come in 
and provide entertainment, 

crafts, and education all for the 
gate admission price to the 

zoo.  

Saturday before Labor Day 
8:30 am- 1:30 pm 

BOO AT THE ZOO BMI promotes the Nutcracker 
during the Topeka Zoo’s Boo at 

the Zoo events. Time 
commitment varies, but BMI 
needs parent volunteers to 

oversee dancers at the Ballet 
Midwest booth. 

Saturdays/Sundays in 
October 

MY FIRST BALLET The committee arranges child-
focused activities (face paint, 
crafts, balloon animals, etc.) 
after the My First Ballet 
performance. 

April 15th, 2023 
1:30 pm-4:30 pm 

PROMOTIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES & 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Throughout the year, we have 
opportunities with marketing in 
a variety of ways. Some 
examples include: drivers for 
poster parties, promotional 
appearances (interviews), and 
parades. 
We also are looking for talented 
individuals able to construct 
wreaths for “The Festival of 
Trees” event in Topeka and 
writers for Health and Wellness 
articles and any other articles 
needed. 

AS NEEDED 

 


